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A history of American literature with a new purpose. — Most histories of Ameri- 
can literature are largely compendious summaries of bibliographical and historical 
facts. A recent publication 1 in this field, however, attempts quite another thing. 
In place of the traditional summary the author has formulated a clear account of 
the men and movements most important in the intellectual history of America. 
In doing this Professor Boynton has traced the growth of our national spirit from 
its faint beginnings in pre-Revolutionary days through all the changing ideals of 
patriotism, marking the works of our poets, novelists, essayists, and dramatists. 
The style throughout is marked with a crispness and vivacity that are missing in 
too many textbooks in the same field. The author's scientific knowledge and 
scholarship are winningly displayed on every page of his book. Needless to 
say that these characteristics will go a long way toward fixing the facts in the 
minds of its readers. 

The book abounds in what might be termed teaching aids. To each chapter 
are appended topics and problems for study, summaries of each man's output, 
available editions, and critical material — the latter for supplementary use and 
in no case as a substitute for first-hand study. There are maps, chronological 
charts, and an appendix containing a brief but exact characterization of those 
American periodicals which have done most service in stimulating American 
authorship. 



A revised edition of an old book. — Users of Professor Bronson's American 
Literature* will be glad to know that it has been revised and enlarged. In the 
revision the author has brought the earlier chapters down to date and has added 
a large section on the literature since 1900. The new matter contains illuminat- 
ing characterizations and a just evaluation of scores of books and authors of 
present interest. There has also been added to the appendix of the volume 
about forty pages from the less accessible but still significant authors. The 
bibliography has been thoroughly revised and the work is supplied with a detailed 
index. 



The Great War. — Teachers of history in junior and senior high schools are 
spending more time on contemporary history than they did prior to 1917. One 
handicap in their efforts to do this is the scarcity of material adapted to the age 
and mental capacity of their students. For this reason they always welcome 
new material dealing with the Great War. Two books 3 which bid fair to be help- 
ful in teaching the war have just come to the attention of the writer. To have the 
story of the war as it appears in Professor Usher's book will be of great aid to 
the busy teacher. Furthermore, if sufficient time is devoted to the subject to 
justify the purchase of a text by each member of the class, the book will answer 
this purpose also. For this latter purpose the story is admirably presented, each 

1 Percy H. Boynton, A History of American Literature. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1919. Pp. v+513. 
$2.25. 

2 Walter C. Bronson, A Short History of American Literature. Boston: D. C. Heath & Co., 1900, 
1919. Pp. ix+490. J1.48. 

« Roland G. Usher, The Story of the Great War. New York: Macmillan Co., 1919. Pp. jcvii+350. 
J2.75. Cora W. Rowell, Leaders of the Great War. New York: Macmillan Co., 1919. Pp. vii+336. 
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section standing out rather conspicuously. Book I treats the causes of the 
war; Book II, the war in 1914; Book III, the war in 1915; Book IV, the war in 
1916; Book V, the war in 1917; and Book VI, the war in 1918. While this strict 
chronological approach may not be the ideal one, it gives the teacher an organi- 
zation which is at least easy to manage. Other valuable teaching aids to be 
found in the book are the illustrations which have been selected and prepared 
with the utmost care. The author's own comment regarding them will suggest 
their value: "I have devoted almost as much research and thought to the selec- 
tion and preparation of the illustrations and maps as to the text itself. They 
represent a comprehensive survey of French, Italian, and German as well as of 
British and American illustrated periodicals and official photographs. They 
will, I hope, repay study. They tell much that the reader will want to know, 
which I felt could be better told in this way than by direct description. So far 
as I know, this book is the first to contain any number of illustrations from Ger- 
man sources. I have particularly attempted to show how the various nations 
sought to rouse patriotism and stimulate endeavor by graphic methods. Many 
of the illustrations are therefore in themselves historical material, and show 
better than mere description can the spiritual attitude toward the war of the 
various combatants." 

Leaders of the Great War contains short biographies of Marshals Joffre, Petain, 
Foch, and Haig, Lord Kitchener, Admirals Beatty and Sims, David Lloyd George, 
Georges Clemenceau, General Pershing, and President Wilson. What the 
author had in mind when writing these biographies is expressed in the preface as 
follows: "Although the main purpose has been to show the human side of each 
man, and to emphasize through anecdote and stories of early life the development 
of the personal qualities that have helped him to succeed, there is included a full 
account of his achievements in the war. Taken all together, the sketches cover 
the principal battles of the western front and the work of the British and Ameri- 
can navies. The characters of the political leaders have in themselves afforded 
an opportunity to stress the ideals of democracy." 

Besides the very readable accounts of the services the foregoing leaders 
rendered in winning the war, the book contains additional references at the close 
of each biography and a four-page glossary at the end. This latter aid is almost 
indispensable in a book dealing with the war on account of the great number of 
names it must contain with which both the teacher and the pupil will need help 
in order to pronounce correctly. 



Report of the Commissioner of Education. 1 — The report of the Commissioner 
of Education for the 1918-19 school year will constitute an important document 
in the annals of American education for several reasons. In the first place, it 
reflects the readiness with which a democratic school system can make adjust- 
ments to new social and economic conditions. Higher education, for example, 
was using its equipment and organization in the training of a student army. 
Moreover, higher education soon found itself carrying on higher educational 

' Report of the Commissioner of Education for the year Ended June 30, 1919. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1919. Pp. xvi+226. 



